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10

MALE AND FEMALE
IN THE NEW CREATION

. gm the question this way already exhibits prejudice toward the text one way or the
other, since this question does not seem to rise immediately out of the text of Ga-
latians itself?

* But a key exegetical question, seldom noted, does beg to be answered: Why does

Paul add the second and third pair at all in an argument that otherwise has to do
only with Jew and Gentile? And especially, why the addition of the third pair—
with its formulation “male and female,” not “man and woman” (which could mean
“husband and wife” }—since in similar moments elsewhere (I Cor 12:13 [cf. 7:17-
24]; Col 3:10) this pairing is not included?

" The pursuit of this basic exegetical question should give us some insight into

Galatians 3:26-29
Gordon D. Fee

.. the nature and scope of m.ﬁ “Hewness” Paul sees as available in the new creation.
‘But to get there, we must first examine the argument of Galatians as a whole and
of Galatians 3:1-4:7 in particular.

At Issue in Galatians: Jew and Gentile as One People of God
Most agree on the nature of the crisis in Galatia: that Jewish Christian “agitarors”
(Gal 1:7; 5:10) had infiltrated these Gentile churches insisting that the men be cir-
cumcised (see Gal 6:12; cf. 2:3-5; 5:2-3)—the crucial item of a larger agenda of
~Torah observance that would have included the sabbath and food laws as well (Gal

4:10-11; 2:11-14). Galatians is Paul’s response to this crisis.
But there is less agreement regarding a strategy for reading Paul’s response. Tra-
ditionally it has been to read it through the eyes of Martin Luther.’ The starting

H;osﬁ& the end of his argument that Jew and Gentile form one people of God

]

on the common ground of “faith in Christ Jesus, Paul applies what he has argued .

thus far to the present circumstances of the Galatian believers:

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Greek, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to
the promise. (Gal 3:26-29) ,

At isste in the debate about gender equ ality in this wm&wm% is the scope of the point here is the so-called propositio of Galatians 2:15-16, where three times in one

unexpected elaboration in Galatians 3:28 of the “all of you” in Galatians 3:27.Is -
the equality, or oneness, of the three pairs—Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and
fernale—to be limited to the justifying work of Christ alone, or does it include
other aspects of life in the believing community as well? Or is it possible that put-

sentence Paul asserts negatively that justification is not “by works of law,” and three
n.u,bmm positively, “but by faith in Christ Jesus.” So what drives Galatians is framed
in terms of whether people are justified by faith or by works.

- But this appears to be a slightly skewed reading strategy. Not only does it leave
too much of Galatians unaccounted for—especially the central role the Spirit plays

J,\@w reasons for following the historic tradition regarding this phrase can be found in Gordon D. Fee, ;mu the mmmﬁgnﬂﬁl_umn it also rends to focus on the individual believer’s anmnmomeHu

Panls Letter to the Philippians (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1995), p. 325. In any case, the ultimate
predicate is God'’s grace, not our faith (see Eph 2:8). : :
2g;nce ] was raised in 2 home and church where gifting took precedence over roles, I find the present
debate over equality, complementarity and hierarchy to be something of a retrogression. My father -
was a pastor and also gave mmznn& leadership to the Tngm_. yet it was &mmn that he and my gifted
mother were always in it together. Moreover, gifted women preached and taught in our church, and
no one objected. Thus it is difficult for me to engage a passage like this from the perspective of an
ideological controversy. Nevertheless, what Paul is saying about the people of God has much broader

1

implications that need to be explored. Getting at Paul's own purposes is the key exegetical issue.

with God rather than on Paul's primary concern: the people of God as such. This is not
tonegate the central role of “justification by faith”; rather this phrase simply does
Aot provide an adequate strategy for reading Galatians as a whole. After all, this
ﬁnﬂnmbowom% is missing altogether from Paul’'s “defense” with which the letter be-

: Advocated, for example, by R. Y. K. Fung, The Epistle to the Galatians (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans,
11988); cf. S. L. Johnson Jr., “Role Distinctions in the Church: Galatians 3:28,” in RBMW pp. 154-
.64,
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.,woﬂ on the content of the gospel as such. And so also in part three (Gal 2:11-14)
where he recounts the disagreement in Antioch over table fellowship, which has &:.
.ﬁomm&mn to do with the inclusion of Gentiles as full and equal members of the peo-
ple of God (see especially Gal 2:14).

In the same way, the argument that justification is “by faith” and therefore “law-
free” (Gal 3:1-4:7) focuses on the place of the Gentiles in God’s new economy.
Paul begins with the Galatians’ (as uncircumcised Gentiles) own past and present
mxw.n&nun.m of the Spirit (Gal 3:1-6), since the Spirit is the new identity marker over
mmm:wn circumcision or any other form of Torah observance. Here is where “by
faith” comes into the argument: their new constitution as the people of the Spirit
came as 2 gift, by “faith” and not by “observing the law.” Paul concludes (Gal 3:6)
Ww Mwwmmmum to Abraham as both the paradigm and the “father” of all who live by
aith.
; The rest of this argument (Gal 3:7-4:7) then takes up the question, who are
Abraham’s true “seed” and thus “heirs” of the promise? Paul's answer begins with
the assertion that “Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith”
(Gal 3:8), which is gm&»m&% picked up in terms of the Abrahamic covenant
(Gen 12:3) that “all nations [Gentiles] will be blessed through you.” He then con-
trasts life based on faith, like Abraham’s (Gal 3:7-9), with life based on works of
law (Gal 3:10-12), pointing out on the basis of two Old Testament texts (Hab 2:4;
T% 18:5) that these are incompatible options (that is, one cannot just add QHQPB“
,nmmmoa to faith). Those who would “live” must do so by faith alone; those who
ﬁoﬁE keep the law must “live” by “observing the law,” which thus excludes living
by faith. This part of the argument is then brought to a momentary conclusion in
Galatians 3:14: “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham
might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus [Abraham’s true ‘seed’], so that by faith

we might receive the promise of the M,S.in.:m

gins (Gal 1:10-2:14) and from Galatians 4, where the first biblical-theological ar-
gument is brought to conclusion (Gal 4:1-7) and the second one is given in fofo (Gal
4:21-31).
At issue, rather, for Paul is the passion of his life and calling: Jew and Gentile as -
one people of God in Christ Jesus. For him the crisis has to do with whether Gen- .
tiles get in on the promise to Abraham (Gen 12:2-3; cf. Gal 3:14) without also
taking on Jewish identity, especially those marks of identity that specifically distin-
guished Jews from Gentiles in the Diaspora (circumcision, sabbath and food:
HmSmJ. To put that in a more theological way, the driving issue in Galatians is not
first of all soteriology but mn&mmworumw"m who constitute the people of God in the
new creation brought about by the “scandal of the cross” (Gal 6:11-16)?
Here is where the crucial issue of “justification by faith” comes into the picture
It is through the work of Christ and the gift of the Spirit that the ground has been
leveled, so that Jews have no advantage over Gentiles or vice versa. Thus the argu-
ment of the letter finally concludes on this very important note based on the “scan-
dal of the cross”; that “neither circumcision [= being Jewish] nor uncircumcision
[= being Gentile] means anything; what counts is a new creation” (Gal m“Hmv.m )
That Jew and Gentile as one people of God is the driving issue in Galatians is made
clear by the way the several arguments are worked out, w.mmmnwmm% Paul’s “defense”
(Gal 1:10-2:14) and the two central arguments from Scripture in Galatians 3:1-
4:7 and 4:21-31. .
What emerge in Paul’s defense regarding the “truth of the gospel” (Gal 2:5, 14)"
are not terms like justification, faith or works of law. Rather the overriding concern is _
for Gentile inclusion in the people of God. Thus in part one of Paul’s defense (Gal -
1:13-24), where he asserts his nondependence on Jerusalem for his gospel and
apostleship, he refers to his calling in terms of God’s revealing “his Son in me s0
that I might preach bim among the Gentiles” (Gal 1:16). In part two (Gal 2:1-10), where
he relates his fixst visit to Jerusalem for the purpose of discussing his understanding -
of the gospel, the narrative focuses on his role in the Gentile mission (Gal 2:2-9),

- After arguing in two different ways for the temporary, thus secondary, nature of
ﬁwn law (Gal 3:15-18, 19-22), Paul wraps up this first biblical-theological argu-

*Circumcision was the chief distinguishing mark and the chief reason for Gentile men remaining
“God-fearers” without becoming full proselytes. See Galatians 2:3-5; 5:3-5, 11; 6:12-15; for the
“observance of days” see Galatians 4:8-11; for food laws see Galatians 2:11-14. :

*In its proper sense, referring to our understanding of the people of God as such, not church order:
and function.

®Cf. the earlier expression of this dictum in Galatians 5:6, where the concern was ethical (“faith ex-
pressing itself through love™), and the still earlier I Corinthians 7:19, where Paul negates change of

status as a value for those who live in the new creation.

Because Paul never starts an independent clause with the comparative kathas, the TNIV rightly has
induded Galatians 3:6 as the conclusion of Galatians 3:1-5. Thus the mnmﬁgmun from the %&mwﬂ.wb !
aﬂ&?& of the Spirit, expressed in a series of rhetorical questions (Galatians 3:2-5), concludes SMM.»
this %nnnﬁmxn:& appeal to Genesis 15:6, setting the next part of the argument in uﬂ“umcu.

*The “we” in this concluding sentence refers to Jew and Gentile alike, since Christ died to remove the

£ havi . . . . . .
| MMMM ...M HOWMMWW to live by law (an especially Jewish reality), when in fact life comes only through faith
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ERI ¢ . . . .
vance; ~ that is, these very things that keep people distanced from or at odds with
ach other in a fallen world have been relativized in the body of Christ, where not
only Jew and Greek but also masters and slaves, men and women, all form that one

ody together.

ment with two concluding paragraphs (Gal 3:23-29; 4:1-7), which together monsw‘,
on the primary question, who are Abraham’s true heirs? His answer: nTo.ma who mﬂm
God's “sons” through God's Son, both Jew and Gentile alike. Our text is the main
point of the first of these two conclusions. Appealing to the believers’ nwgom
baptism (reflecting the new creation theology of Romans 6:1-11), in which they
have “clothed themselves with Christ,” Abraham’s true “seed” (Gal 3:15-18), Paul:
points out the logical result: since all are now “children of God through m&&:. and
all who have been baptized are thus &o&;& with Christ, there is therefore ..ﬁbm&gmn‘
Jew nor Greek, . . . for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28). ,mem“ at least, is s&mnw
the argument has been heading and where it will go from here.

But in fact Paul says more than this, and it is the “more than” that should nmmnr
our attention; for what is at stake is not simply the soteriological question of bow
people are saved, whether it is by faith or by works of law. The final clause in Ga-
latians 3:28 makes this clear. Paul’s explanatory “for” does not elaborate that all
are equally fustified in God's sight through faith in Christ Jesus but rather that all con-
stitute one people (form one body) by their equal standing in Churist. \K.,R.H all, 9.0%
involved in the struggle in Galatia are already “saved. What is at stake p.m ecclesiol-
ogy: who constitute the people of God under the new covenant of Christ and wﬁ
Spirit, and on what grounds are they constituted? Paul’s answer: (1) .Hmi and Gentile
together form the one people of God, (2) on the grounds of their common trust
in Christ and reception of the mw&ws

This is precisely why here alone in Galatians Paul adds the otherwise mxn.ub.mocm
“seither slave nor free, neither male nor female” These pairs are not inherent in an
ﬁmﬁgmbm about “justification by faith,” but they are crucial to Paul’s ﬁ.dmmﬂmmmn&bm |
of the people of God as being newly constituted by Christ and the Spirit. For these
three pairs represent the primary ways people were divided/ separated from each

other in the structures of the present age that was now passing away (1 Cor ﬁu.H
cf. T Cor 2:6): on the basis of race, social standing and gerider. But “in Chris

esus.” Paul asserts, these categories have lost their structural significance and rele-:

Therefore the ultimate exegetical question that arises in Galatians 3:26-29 is,
where did Paul come by this radically new understanding of equality “in Christ”?

Galatians 3:28 and New Creation Theology

Another surprising moment in this passage is Paul’s use of baptismal Janguage in
alatians 3:27, language belonging to a much larger theological framework. For at
the heart of Paul’s own calling and mission is a conviction that Christ and the Spirit
ave ushered in God’s promised “new creation,” which is now awaiting its final es-
chatological consummation (Gal 6:15). Deeply embedded in this wmnmmmnmﬁ is the
clusion of Gentiles, which goes back to the Abrahamic covenant, and in the pro-
hetic tradition came to be associated with the eschatological “new order” that
God would someday establish.” Paul understood his role as apostle to the Gentiles
to be in keeping with this eschatological hope that was in process of fulfillment. B
entile inclusion in the one people of God was now made possible through the
death of Christ and the gift of the eschatological Spirit. Thus Jew and Gentile are
utually related to God on the same grounds with a mutual identity in God’s new
eation.

“New creation theology is articulated in two ways by Paul. First, in the key pas-
sage (2 Cor 5:14-17) Paul is arguing again (cf. I Cor 1:18—-4:21) for both his gos-

There are some inherent tensions regarding the three pairs, in that over against ethnicity and social
mmnnmsm_ gender belongs to the created order as something ordained by God and therefore good. To
e human is to be either male or female. So while it is true that value and identity based on gender,
especially with regard to societal structures and roles, are now a thing of the past for the people of
God, that is not true of ontological essence. In ways that one will not always be “Jew or Gentile,
“slave or free,” one will always be male or female. The new humanity, after all, is grounded in the
- humanity of Jesus Christ, so that the distinctions between male and fernale remain just that—dis-
tinctions, diverse yet essential ways of being human. Our present unity in diversity as human beings
smot lost, precisely because this &ﬁm&a\ is essential to our being human; thus at one and the same
time it equally matters and does not matter in terms of final reality. What Paul is therefore leveling
ere are the values and structural norms imposed on these distinctions.
g see Isaiah 2:1-5; 25:6-8; 51:4; 66:19-21; Micah 4:2-5; Zechariah 14:16.
g, see how the argument of Romans ends with the eschatological inclusion of the Gentiles with
“Jews as one people of God as its main point (Rom 15:1-13), which is immedjiately followed by an
‘explanation of Paul’s role in this reality (Rom 15:14-21).

%It is instructive that the final conclusion (Gal 4:1-7) does not mention faith at mF rather it con
cludes on the matter of “sonship” and “heirs” (= Abraham’s true seed as Dom.m. nrnnr.wno.

The second biblical-theological argument (Gal 4:21-31) further mnmwo,mﬁm nw.a nmm.nrbm strategy,
where again there is no mention of “justification by faith” At issue now is the identity of %m true’:
children of Sarah, that is, “children of promise” (Gal 4:23, 28). The m.am.s\mm... nWOm.m who are “bor
by the power of the Spirit” (Gal 4:29), which again has to do with Gentile inclusion, as the whole®

argument makes clear.
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pelof a crucified Messiah and his own cruciform apostleship. He asserts that th
new creation brought about by Christ’s death and resurrection nullifies viewin,
anyone/anything from the “old age” perspective (Greek kata sarka, “according to
the flesh™). 23& Because Christ’s death has brought the whole human race unde
the sentence of death (2 Cor 5:14), so that those who live in God's new order do
so for the One who died for them and was raised again (2 Cor 5:15). Thus being’
“n Christ” means belonging to the new creation: the old has gone, the new has
come (2 Cor 5:17). This radical, new-order point of view——resurrection life
marked by the cross—lies at the heart of everything Paul thinks and does (cf. Phil
3:4-14). :

Second, this leads to a series of texts in which Paul picks up “second exodus”
imagery from Isaiah 40—66: God is about to do a “new thing” (Is 43:18-19) and
in the end will establish a “new heavens and a new earth” (Is 65:17; 66:22-23). In
Paul’s writings this theme is applied to believers, who through association with
Christ’s death and resurrection have themselves experienced death and being raised
to newness of life (Rom 6:1-14; 7:4-6; Eph 4:20-24; Col 3:1-11). Common to
these texts, either explicitly (Rom 6:1-14) or implicitly (e.g. of. Col 3:1-11 with
2:9-12), is an association with Christian baptism. Colossians 3:1-11 is especiall
noteworthy, since it concludes: “Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or un
circumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all” Tha
is, in the new order already set in motion through Christ's death and resurrectio
the value-based distinctions between people—ethnicity and status—no longe

i which all these diverse expressions of being human are made one, that lies behind

the remarkable addition of “slave nor free, ... male nor female” to “Jew nor Greek.”

The Implications of New Creation Theology

dur difficulty with this text in relation to the “gender question” is how we are to
tnderstand some inherent ambiguities in the way Paul addresses issues in his
urches where God’s diverse, but one, people live out their :&Hmwm%\ not yet” es-

atological existence in a social context. The key lies in two places.

1. One must begin by taking Paul seriously with regard to ethnicity, status and
mbmmn no longer being relevant for constituting value and social identity in the new
reation—especially in light of his thrice-repeated “neither circumcision nor un-
meﬁnmmw.om has any value” (Gal 5:6; 6:15; cf. I Cor 7:19). That is, even though
e categories themselves still function in the present, their significance in terms of
Id-age values has been abolished by Christ and the Spirit. Each of Paul's readers
.o:E have been some combination of the three (e.g., a Jewish free woman or a
,muEm male slave). But in the new creation none of this counts in terms of signif-
ance of value; so even though they continue to live in old age sociological con-
exts, they do so under a new set of rules. The Jewish free woman is now “Christ’s
,w<m,: the Gentile male slave is “Christ’s freedman” (I Cor 7:19-24). The socio-
ommn& categories count for nothing; how one lives within the categories counts for
erything.

: The difficulty for most contemporary Christians is in understanding the truly
adical nature of Paul’s assertion in Galatians 3:28, a difficulty that has two dimen-
ns. First, Paul’s eschatological, new creation framework (the future as “already

maintain.’ ;
The thematic resonance of Galatians 3:26-29 with these texts—especially th
baptismal presuppositions of Romans 6:1-14—seems unmistakable. Thus Paul
" condludes Galatians by deliberately negating both circumcision (= being Jewish)
and uncircumcision (= beéing Gentile) as having value because “the new creation
is now in place (Rom 6:15). This does not refer to a “new creature” at the individ-.
ual level, true as that might be, but to a world made new as promised in Isaiah 65
66. After all, it is the corporate nature of the new creation that is emphasized

Ls,ﬁ not yet”), which was the primary way the earliest believers understood their ex-
stence, is quite foreign to us. Second, the culture of the Westernized world is
qually foreign to that of these early believers at fundamental points. For them po-
ition and status prevailed in every way, " identifying and circumscribing their ex-
stence, giving advantage to some over others with little chance that the disadvan-

aged might change their status.

our text (“for you are all one in Christ Jesus™). ,

Thus what is in view here is not the individual believer’s being “justified by faith
in Christ Jesus” but that those who have had such faith, and have expressed it in
Christian baptism, have been joined to one another as a new body that is to live the
life of the future in their present circumstances, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free,

3

male or female. Tt is this all-encompassing eschatological reality of “the new order,

m?zm Gentiles had all the advantages over Jews, so Jews took refuge in their re-
ationship with God, which they believed advantaged them before God over the

entiles. Hatred was deep and mutual. Likewise, masters and slaves were consigned

egretfully, this is still true for some in the West, especially for many nonwhite males and many
yomen.
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r.o:oﬂ and shame were the primary values, he also reflects a degree of ambivale
toward cultural structures and norms. On the one hand, the fact that early beli o
ollowed a “crucified Messiah” (the ultimate oxymoron for both Jew mMm Ogmmm
: n.mhm they aligned themselves with a religious sect whose founder had ex mlMMm nw
ultimate shame (hence Paul’s saying to the basically Gentile congre mﬁ.%um ﬁM
eart-of the empire that the gospel is not a matter of shame for EEWNOB Hm.ﬂHm y
follow Christ and thus experience cultural shame and isolation were not D
nmwmm for @mc..w this is the way God had chosen (through the foolish things omM MH
éwmm lvNManEM the present order to an end (the point of the argument in I Cor
Om the other hand, precisely because the present age is in the process of passi

. ay, mwm because cultural shame was at the very heart of the Christian gos MH HUEM
as quite ready to yield on certain cultural matters so as not to mnm&nmnm &M mw ;
esser nEbmm.No Thus one should hardly expect him to tinker with roles BSM
tructures in a world that is on its way out. Though he recognizes their mimmm”m
,{nﬁoﬂm not argue (except in the case of government in general, Rom 13:1-7) th, m.
N are divinely ordained. Rather, since Christ and the Spirit have &nwm& i
unced death on the old order, one can live as Christ’s servant regardless ou\m MMH

ity or status (I Cor 7:17-24). But Paul will not give significance to these funda-

ental irrelevancies, in either direction.

. 15 ' o
to roles where power and authority went to masters. The same was true for men

and women, especially in the household, where women were subordinated in every
way to their husbands as “master of the household”” A typical marriage was estab-
lished by contract, not based on love, and was usually between a man of about
aight from her father’s household to his and
A householder’s wife existed

thirty and a teenage girl who went str
therefore came under his protection and instruction.
primarily for two purposes: providing a legitimate heir and managing certain as
pects of the household. So unenviable was her station (and therefore her person
that according to Diogenes Laertius, Socrates used to say every day that “there wer
three blessings for which he was grateful to Fortune: first, that T was born a human
being, and not one of the brutes; next that I was born a man and not a woman;’
thirdly, a Greek and not a barbarian”’*® This obviously influenced the famous rab
that T'm not a brute creature, nor &

binical prayer “Blessed are you, O God, . . .

) 17
Gentile, nor a woman.”

Tt is difficult for us to imagine the effect of Paul’s words in Galatians 3:28in
r through basically uncrossab)

culture where position and status mnmmmgm& orde
boundaries, and where attempting to cross those boundaries brought shame in

stead of honor (the one core value of the n&nﬁnwv.a Paul asserts that in the fello
ship of Churist Jesus significance and status no longer lie with being Jew or Greek,
slave or free, male or female. The all-embracing nature of this affirmation, its coun:
tercultural mmmmwmnwnnm“ the fact that it equally disadvantages all by equally advantaging
all—these stab at the very heart of a culture sustained by people’s maintaining the

. his relativizing of old age structures is why Paul can say in another settin
,m% as you .Eum (I Cor 7). Where the Corinthians were making change itself m%
tter of religious value, Paul insists that status neither advantages nor disadvan-

right position and status. But in Christ Jesus, the One whose death and resurrecti I .
Ewcmﬁmmam the mew creation, all things have become new; the nmew era has . mm one in the body of Christ.?" At the same time, he runs roughshod over cultural
dawned.” orms by insisting that the sexual union between husband and wife was no longer

.n.nmm of the husband’s having it his way. To the contrary, in Christian marri
éuﬁ.m, has “mastery/ authority” over her husband’s body in a way that is e anme
H,,.OoH 7:3-4). Indeed, the mutuality argued for in I Corinthians 7:1-1 mmmmm:&o
oy itself in the literature of the ancient world. For Paul the structures as such )
levant because “this world in its present form is passing away” (I Cor 7:3 va.mm
I hus regarding the societal implications of his new creation theology, H.m. Hoowm
' Paul were full of ambiguity; but I think not. Rather, he is altogether nmum&.mmnnﬁ

2. But ?mnwmmd\ because Paul still lived eschatologically in a world in whi

d be moEnmm out, where change could take place in that culture, becaus

the tragic history of the United States. Because it was memm.@u
marily on war or economics, people could change status: people could sell themselves into slave
and masters often manumitted slaves. Paul himself addresses this matter in I Corinthians 7:20-2

EUmommbmm Laertius Lives of Eminent Philosophers 1.33 (LCL). It should not surprise us therefore th
fernale babies were often “exposed,’ thrown away on trash heaps. .

U Menabot 43b (Epstein translation).

8G.e David A. deSilva, Honor, Patronage, Kinship and Purity: Un

Grove, I1L: InterVarsity Press, 2000), pp- 23-42.
¢ should also be momnnmm out, however, that the consummation of the new era Ewmmcmmnmm by Q.R

which will bring an end to “Jew and Gentile, slave and free,” will not do the same for male and

male. See note 11 above.

1mg s .
This is one place, it shouls
slavery was not based on race as in

locking New Testament Culture (Downe Dl
aul's argument on the basis of cultural shame over the matter of head coverings in the assembly

I Corinthians 11:2-16, esp. T Corinthians 11:4-6 and 13. See chapter eight in this book

w— @ iy
1S W) (it 3 'y ﬁ\l
&:m OHN estion see AwOanz U mvmm ommenitary on Nuh:Nh Nﬂa.ﬂ Hﬁwm& to N\R Oo» 5553.@ H@HDZH
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with his dictum that “neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for a thin 'he reason for what may appear as duplicity in Paul is that in the ongoing ex-

but the new creation.” Always for him the issue itself (circumcision or food, for fession of life in the old age such matters count for nothing—because Christ has

mmm the rules so drastically. But that is also why in the community of faith the

ample) is irrelevant: Jews and Gentiles may do as they wish. But when someo

makes a religious issue of it one way or the other, then he comes out fighting,
The easiest place to see this at work is at table, a matter addressed first in I Cor:
inthians” and deeply embedded in the argument of Galatians. Indeed, besides cir
cumcision this is the only specific issue related to “justification by faith for Jew anc
Gentile alike” that is discussed in Galatians (Gal 2:11-14)—a sure indication tha
the focus of this letter is primarily ecclesiological. It seems clear on the basis of Ga
latians 2:14 that in the (house) churches in Antioch, Jews and Gentiles shared com
munity meals where Jewish dietary laws were not observed. But after “certain peo
ple came from James,” Peter and Barnabas “began to draw back and separa
themselves from such Gentile tables, incurring condemnation and public disgrac
from Paul for their actions.
But might they not have argued that they were following Paul’s own QBBEW
After all, in I Corinthians 9:19-23 he affirms that when eating with Jews, he is-
a Jew, and when with Gentiles, as a Gentile—all of this in order that he “might wi
some” So what makes Peter’s action in Antioch bring forth fighting words? Th
answer lies with Paul’s deeply embedded new creation worldview. Kosher mea
nothing in the new creation; therefore Jews may continue to live as Jews and Onm
tiles as Gentiles in the privacy of their own homes. But when Jewish believers insi
on kosher meals in the setting of the community of faith, they are giving significan
to kosher, which is precisely what has been abrogated through Christ and the Spiri
This is also how Paul views the wealthy Corinthian householders who abus
others at the Lord’s Table (I Cor 11:17-34). “Don't you have homes to eat an
drink in?" he asks, assuming that old practices may remain in private meals (fros
which slaves and [usually] wives and daughters were excluded). “Or do you despi
the church of God by humiliating those who have nothing?” he goes on, making
clear that in the gathered community only “new creation” practices are welcom
thus husbands and wives, masters and slaves, Jew and Gentile all feast together in

rules cannot be maintained; to do so would be to give them significance that in
mﬁmﬁ% no longer have.

his relaxed attitude toward roles and structures comes out equally clearly in
's-use of family and household images for the church. Thus Paul urges that all
brothers and sisters” because the Spirit of the Son has been sent into our
ts so that we now call God “Abba” in the language of the Son (Gal 4:6-7). So
1 Onesimus is returned to his owner Philemon, Paul delicately urges Philemon
ake him back into the household to reassume his role as a slave. But with con-
immate spiritual wisdom he says far more, by adding: “no longer as a slave, but
er than a slave, as a dear brother” (Philem 16). This does not abolish the system,
carried through by Philemon, it dismantles the significance given to it (and 5
indirect way, of course, heads toward the &mamaﬁwbm of the system :M&TV
one should also note Onesimus’s Sbbmnm_umpa\ in this matter. He could not se-
curea nrwwmn of status or relationship; this depended on the grace of the gospel’s
ing penetrated Philemon so that the slave could in practice become Christ’s
dman and Philemon’s “brother.”

Sowhere does that leave us with regard to “male and female”? In much the same
. The household codes in Colossians 3 and Ephesians 5 assume the structural
m (of the privileged few who had large households), where the husband, father
miaster are the same person—the patron (hopefully benevolent) of his wife,
ildren and slaves.”* But Paul radicalizes this norm in a countercultural way, by
sting that the believing husband love his wife—which had very little to do with
tiage in that culture. Not only so, he further insists that he love her “as Christ
dthe church and gave himself up for her” (Eph 5:25), putting the significance
ched to the structures into jeopardy. In the new order husband and wife are first

Onesimus is very likely the same who became bishop of Ephesus; and even if this is not the
¢, we are not wrong as to the possibility of it. See Ignatius Ephesians 1.1-3: “In God's name, there-
e, received your large congregation in the person of Onesimus, your bishop in this world, 2 man
ose love is beyond words. My prayer is that you should love him in the Spirit of Jesus Christ and
be like him. Blessed is he who gave you such a bishop. You deserved it.”

nievolence was the more common reality, in part because it was in the householder’s self-interest,

anticipation of the great final eschatological banquet.

22Gee 1 Corinthians 5:6-13, where the incestuous man is excluded from the table; I Corinthians &
13 and 10:1-22, where believers are excluded from eating meals in the pagan temples; I Corinthi
9:19-23 and 10:23-31, where he establishes his own attitude toward eating meals in various settings
and I Corinthians 11:17-34, where he condemns the maintaining of distincrions based on statu
the Lord’s Table.

that the Greco-Roman household was not a haved of retreat but primarily a place of production
sel .nmmocﬁ Osiek and David L. Balch, Families in the New Testament World: Flouseholds and House Churches
ouisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox, 1997], p. 54).
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cause of their ultimate irrelevance. Cultural structures simply exist—as the ways
mo.nm&ommn& groups maintain their identity and live within their comfort zones. In
mme view, one can serve Christ well within such limits. What he disallows is giving
ificance to structures and roles as such. Because when one does this, the Jew will
emand that the Gentile be circumcised, the husband will want his wife to be his
servant, and Philemon can take Onesimus back only as a slave, not as a brother.

It seems arguable, therefore, that even though our text does not explicitly men-

of all brother and sister in Christ, thus radically altering the wnnmmmnn?m‘ so that shy
is not simply a member of his household but is in relationship to him; they are mem:
bers together of “one vo&%wm As such, either may wnom&mm% or teach (I Oo
14:26)—which are matters of Spirit gifting, not gender—as long as some n&g.
norms that distinguish male and female were maintained (I Cor I11:2-1 3..

At the same time the church itself is God’s household; and in the m.unmnnn& out:
working of the community of faith their corporate life was expressed in the context:
of individual households. It is reasonable to assume that the patron of a Wocmmr&
gave leadership to the church that functioned in the context of .m?wm household; E
deed, it is impossible to imagine that it could have been oﬁwnwérﬁn in Greco-Roman:
culture. So when the householder was a woman (e.g., Lydia, Nympha), we may
rightly assume that, as in all other matters in her own Wommmwoﬁw. she gave some
measure of leadership to her house church. To think otherwise 1s to gﬂOmn modern
ideas on the Greco-Roman household, on the basis of a prior commitment to her
(unprovable) subservient “role” in the church. :

All of this to say that Paul was not overly concerned about roles and structures
as such. The new creation had abolished eschatological significance for them, so
that one could live cruciform in whatever structural role one émm. found. Paul &
not sanctify the structures and roles, as though they had meaning in themselves; fot

the death and resurrection of Christ and the gift of the Spirit had brought an end
ans to be in God’ mﬁnmv\\ household.

tion roles and structures, its new creation theological setting calls these into ques-
fon in a most profound way. There is no biblical culture (in the sociological sense)
at belongs to all human societies. And to give continuing significance to a male-
authority viewpoint for men and women, whether at home or in the church, is to
mu.mnn the new creation in favor of the norms of a fallen world.” It is to give a sig-
cance to being male that in the end usurps the work of the Spirit not only in
e wife and her relationship to God but also in the church—the expression of the
w order and new humanity that is already present, even while it is yet to be.
TIndeed, on the basis of this text and its place in the argument of Galatians—
vhere socialized distinctions between people in their relationship to God have been
rcome by Christ and the Spirit—one must argue that the new creation has
ught in the time when the Spirit’s gifting (the Spirit who is responsible for ush-
ring in the new order) should precede roles and structures, which are only a car-
ryover from the old order that is passing pém%.ﬁ

And in the end, if it appears that too much is being made of ecclesiology beyond
1e-obvious soteriological dimension of our text, one must remember that for Paul
ese cannot be easily separated. To be saved meant to become a member of Christ’s
ody/family/household. It is therefore not without significance that the one spe-
ific illustration in Galatians of the distinction between Jew and Gentile besides cir-
cision had to do with eating together at a common meal (Gal 2:11-14). If the
gospel does not take root here (with cultural forces against it on both sides, as they
mnm with the place of slaves and women at table) then individualistic salvation

ould seem to count for little, if it counts for anything at all.

to that possibility in terms of what it me

Conclusions . . i
So where does this bring us in conclusion to a discussion of Galatians 3:28—with

its eye-catching addition of slave and free, male and female to the primary issue 0
Jew and Gentile? The answer lies first with the fact that both the Rmmammn of Gala
tians as a whole and the specifics of this passage itself indicate that this text has to m
with Paul’s ecclesiology: what it means to be the people of God Eﬁ.mn the new .nowm
nant brought about through Christ’s death and the gift of the .mmﬁﬁ Second, it i
with Paul's new creation theology embedded in this text, which mo:b@m. the dea
knell to the old order, even though its structures remained in the surrounding cultur

i icuous, but that is precise
Paul’s concerns regarding structures may appear ambiguous, precise

his is especially true of the hierarchical position that the wife is dependent on her husband for her
spiritual well-being, including a hierarchy of spiritual communication: Christ —> husband —>
ife. In sharp contrast, Paul insists here that to be “one in Christ” (because in Christ there is neither
ew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female) means that each is individually baptized into the one
body of Christ, so that all are mutually interdependent for life in the new order.

See chapter fourteen in this volume.

257y conclude otherwise forces one logically into the position of justifying slavery mm. M mOononmmE M
structure for the present age, since the two household codes (Eph muNHlo"om ﬂoH 3: HW :I) mMmEu
both realities in the same structure: the Greco-Roman household of the mn:&nmmm. nMumm W] % pY
vocate the continuation of male authority today have failed to address this problem adequately.



