1st 10 of 131: The Theologians
ATHANASIUS 296-373 ‘black dwarf’ libya

Arianism: Jesus at one time did not exist but was begat of God

Nicene Creed convened by Constantine

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made…. 


AUGUSTINE OF HIPPO 354-430  

Mother Monica

Rhetoric

Manichesim: dualistic  good/evil powers.  I do good if I choose, evil if evil causes

Augustine rejected M: I do good if God helps, evil when I am without God’s help


St. Ambrose  -- God is Spirit
SIN! – Pears: stole because it was forbidden

Neoplatonism: Plato + Christianity

“Take up and read”  -- Forced to become priest of Hippo

Fought Donatism (exclusivistic legalism of Africa) & Pelagianism (no need for grace)

JOHN OF DAMASCUS 675-753 arab Christian

Value of matter/Icons in the face of Islam

“The honor paid to an icon is transferred to what it represents” venerated not worshipped

ANSELM 1033-1109 Archbishop of Canterbury

“I believe in order to understand” (faith + reason)

Proof for God: Greatest conceivable being must contain “existence” as an attribute…

Satisfaction theory vs ransom theory of Christ’s death

St. Thomas Aquinas 1225-1274  Dumb Ox/ Doctor of the church

Baptised Aristotle’s thinking into Medieval university

Reason and faith coexist: Faith shares info beyond reason, but not contrary to it

Nature/Reason: God exists   Revelation: Jesus is God’s son, died for sins

1879 papal bull Aeterni Patris: endorsed Thomas    

Martin Luther 1483-1546

Thunderstorm conversion- Augustinian monk

Righteousness is a gift of God by faith

John Calvin 1509-1564 Reformed Faith

Institutes of the Christian Religion—original sin eradicated free will

Grace never withdrawn from elect

Geneva—well organized structure/organization
TULIP: Total Depravity/ Unconditional Election/ Limited Atonement/Irresistible Grace
Perseverance of the Saints

Jacob Arminius 1559-1609  Irenic Anti-Calvinist

Faith is the cause of election—questioned Calvin’s view of grace and election
“On reconciling Religious Dissensions among Christians”

Accused of being a semi-pelagian

Jonathan Edwards 1703-1758 Americas Greatest Theologian (?)
Dispassionate Revivalist  -- “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”
True religion is rooted in the affections not reason

Karl Barth 1886-1968-- Neo-Orthodoxy
Neo-orthodoxy criticized Liberalism: he emphasized TRANSCENDENCE of God
Only Christ is Inerrant --- Jesus reveals himself directly through Scripture/Spirit

Theology of Crisis: divine revelation transcends reason/experience (kierkegaardian)
Critical of Emil Bruner’s view that God reveals himself in nature
