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This book is the first popular Christian introductory critique of renowned ethicist Peter Singer. It contains five essays by four Christian Australian scholars (Ridley College) from a 1996 conference. The Introduction provides some helpful background to Singer the person. In the first chapter, Preece suggests many basic criticisms rooted in the unthinkability and unlivability of Singer's ethics. Ultimately, Preece thinks Singer's ethics go against normal ethical intuitions. Andrew Sloan discusses Singer on infanticide and preference utilitarianism, claiming that Singer's ethical preference is without reason; so instead, Singer should accept 'normal' moral intuitions. Graham Cole focuses on how Singer has mis-caricatured Christianity, and highlights aspects of Singer's critique which Christians should take seriously. Lindsay Wilson critically discusses Singer's term, 'speciecism', and provides an alternative—a biblical theology of animals. Preece rounds off the book with a critique of Singer's pro-euthanasia views. He agrees with Singer's self-assessment that he has provided a Copernican revolution in ethics, where ethics is entirely centered on humanity and earth, not God and heaven. The authors of this book appear to reject the possibility of ethics without religion. Yet they often refer to natural intuitions as a basis of ethics. They also make no distinction between Singer and utilitarianism, though Singer is only one radical version. So while these essays do articulate one type of Christian response, they are no substitute for reading Singer's own clear writings for oneself.
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