Can Christians be Postmodern?
Depends on what we mean by postmodern

1. Internet, cell phones, pop music, MTV, etc

Media—Worldwide access to info—

2. There are truths—but My truth is not your truth!  What I call true isn’t what you call true.  Or: We start with difference starting points or eyes to see or paradigms, and these affect what we call true or false.
3. The truth is, there is no Truth!  : We are in a situation where we do not have access to know if there is an ultimate truth, much less to claim that we have it with certainty. 
Q: Does this mean one cannot be committed to anything?

Q: Does this mean that all views are equal?  (socks)

4. Gossip: There is no right or wrong meanings to texts.  The reader can make the text mean whatever they want. Total ambiguity.
Reality: Derrida: There is no truth outside of context—all truth is contextual.

a. Ducks with bills—parkay lids

Reader’s context plays some part—terrorist movies after 911



Reading Bible for quiet time—individual application



Meaning requires an understander, and a basis of understanding



Hearing requires similar hearing expectations, etc.

5. Gossip: Truth is merely Power.  Truth is what the powerful say it is.  

Reality: Foucault: How do power relationships affect our beliefs about what is true?


F: What do we call ‘insane’, what do we call ‘cool’ or ‘strange’

Media: 

1. How does the power of the media companies control what we think is real news, or true?  

2.How does advertising play a strong role in influencing what we think is important or valuable?

3. Class: Power of Professor

4. Church: Power of Pastor, Power of peer pressure

5. Christian media sales:  Christian radio, Christian publishing

6. Gossip: Postmodernism denies Christianity because it denies all metanarratives

Reality: Lyotard: PM is incredulity towards metanarratives—stories told to legitimate projects.

1. When we use Christianity as a justification for certain projects, then it is misused and we should be suspicious.

2. We see the distrust of over-arching stories all around us.  Bethel—non-denomenational

7. Gossip: Truth does not exist at all.  

Reality: Rorty: No point in talking about truth


Rorty and some others say that there is no point talking about the truth.  Why not just say “this works” or “this seems to do what you said it would do”


Adding “and it is true” is to Rorty like adding “And martians agree”—it is not something I know about, so it is irrelevant

 Postmodernism is Attentiveness to the Other/Alterity

Postmodernity is the end of Philosophy

pm end of history
death of author

post-nietzschean
